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GLOBAL PROGRAMME FOR SAFETY OF MEDICINES NOW HAS 100 COUNTRIES
The WHO Programme for International Drug Monitoring has just welcomed its 100th member country. With the accession of Slovenia, there are now 100 countries in the WHO Programme, all committed to work together to monitor the safety of medical drugs and vaccines.

Expanding Programme

The WHO Programme was founded in 1968 and initially consisted of western European and north American countries, with Japan, New Zealand and Australia. Over the last 40 years, the Programme has expanded to include countries in all corners of the globe.

Reporting adverse effects of medicinal drugs
The basis for the WHO Programme for International Drug Monitoring is that all member countries have systems which encourage healthcare professionals, pharmaceutical companies and the public to report and record adverse effects and other medicine-related problems. These reports are assessed locally and may lead to action within the country. Through membership of the WHO Programme a country can find out if similar adverse reaction reports are being made elsewhere in the world.
Using the international database

WHO is responsible for policies, norms and standards while the technical operations of the WHO Programme are managed by the Uppsala Monitoring Centre (UMC) in Sweden, which is the foundation WHO Collaborating Centre for International Drug Monitoring. Member countries send their reports to the UMC where they are processed, evaluated and entered into the WHO Global Individual Case Safety Report (ICSR) database: VigiBase. 
When there are several reports of adverse reactions to a particular drug this process may lead to generation of a ‘signal’ – a notice of a need for increased awareness of a possible hazard communicated to member countries. This happens after preliminary evaluation and expert review, prior to detailed work on the ground by individual authorities.

International reporting of ADRs

VigiBase now contains over 5.5 million adverse drug reaction reports. Each year, the Uppsala Monitoring Centre receives over 300,000 reports from member countries. Countries with the highest reporting rates generate over 200 reports per 1,000,000 inhabitants per year.

A worldwide collaboration
Earlier this year Zambia, Kenya and DR Congo were admitted to the WHO Programme, following successful submission of adverse reaction reports from their national pharmacovigilance centres to the Uppsala Monitoring Centre. The Programme covers all continents and the UMC works closely with WHO Headquarters to support drug safety systems around the world.
Chief WHO Programme Officer at the UMC, Sten Olsson said 
“The UMC, together with colleagues in national pharmacovigilance centres around the world and at WHO HQ in Geneva continue to strive towards better co-operation and response to emerging problems with medicinal drugs, old and new.”

For more information please contact Sten Olsson at the Uppsala Monitoring Centre,       e-mail sten.olsson@who-umc.org, or phone +46-18-656060 or fax +46-18-656088.
Website: www.who-umc.org
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Notes for Editors
Uppsala Monitoring Centre (UMC)
· The Uppsala Monitoring Centre is the field-name of the WHO Collaborating Centre for International Drug Monitoring
· The UMC is the principal, independent scientific group in the world concerned with the safer, more rational use of medicines and with broader issues of safety in healthcare

· The UMC’s authority is based on more than thirty years of scientific research and achievement in collaboration with member countries of the WHO Programme for International Drug Monitoring

· The core activity of the UMC, worldwide pharmacovigilance, is the collecting, researching, assessing and evaluating of information on the adverse effects of medicines, biological products, herbals and traditional medicines with a view to identifying new information about hazards, and preventing harm to patients

· The WHO Global Individual Case Safety Report (ICSR) database, VigiBase, of more than 5.5 million worldwide reports of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) is the basis for the UMC’s scientific work and publications and the source of its several standard dictionaries, reference works, occasional papers and services to member countries

· A secondary high level priority is the promotion of effective education, training and communication about benefit, harm, effectiveness and risk in medicine in patient care and public health for all audiences.
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